controlling its inventory of surplus.
warplanes, a number of aircraft made

“their way south of the border. One such
that was purchased by a rebel group was

- Consolidated PB4Y-1 Liberator BuNo
32225 (ex-B-24D-45-CO USAAF 42-
100028). This ex-Navy Liberator was
sokd surplus at Cal-Aero Field (today’s
Chino Airport) in southern California,
and its Sea Blue Navy camouflage stood
out amongst the hundreds of aircraft that
filled the airfield because most had st
seen service with the USAAF.

MNavy Liberator Bureau of Aeronautics
Nuomber 32225 was offered in the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation’s
19 August 1947 to 2 September 1947 bid
sale for $2000. Of note, this Cal-Aero
Field sale also offered Grumman [2F-6
BuNo 36976, which today is displayed at
the EAA AirVenture Museum in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, and PB4Y-1 BuNo 38777
{ex-B-24] 44-40389) that recetved the civil
registration N6656% and was intended
to sit atop a gas station in Onegon.

Entrepreneur
Art Lacey

WITH THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR, THOUSANDS OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT SUDDENLY BECAME
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PURCHASE. IT WAS AS IF A PANDORA'S BOX HAD OPENED FOR LATIN AMERICAN
REVOLUTIONAIRES, DICTATORS, AND WOULD-BE DICTATORS
BY NICHOLAS A. VERONICO

suddenly out of work and many were
looking for employment — no matter
how questionable their new employers
might be,

In spite of the desires of various
dictators, regimes, and
rebel groups to purchase
America’s sur-
plus fighters and

bombers, the United States government
took steps to maintain peace in the region
through its various military defense aid
programs. These programs provided
fighters, typically P-47 Thunderbolts,
liaison aircraft, and transports to various
Latin and South American nations.
Although the United States
remained vigilant when

o

Pnliii.:u! instability in the Canbbean
region as well as Latin and South
America was rife during the months and
years following the end of World War
I'wo. The vast fields of surplus aircraft
dotting the United States could be a
source of tactical weapons that had the
ability 1o shift the balance of power within
the region and this fact was noticed by a
variety of despots and shady characters
around the world. Also, with the

end of the war thousands
of pilots were
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The Reconstruction Finance Corporation’s 19 August 1947 to 2 September 1947 bid sale
offered a number of aircraft including Grumman J2F-6 BuNo 36976 that is now on display
at the EAA AirVenture Museum in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. PB4Y-1 BuNo 38777 (ex-B-24.
44-40389) was registered NEE56Y, and later sold to a Bolivian ator and registered
CB-589, and then to CB-89. PB4Y-1 32225 was bought with the intent of smuggling the
aircraft out of the United States to Cuba, where it was to play a role in the overthrow of
the dictator of the Dominican Republic. (Veronico Collection)

beat the Liberator's owners to the punch
when he installed 3 Boeing B-17G Flying
Fortress over the pumps of his service
station in Milwaukie, Oregon. This Flying
Fortress became known as Lacey's Lady
and her appearance over the gas pumps
stole the unique marketing opportunity

in the region of having a four-engine —
bomber to attract customers (EDITOR'S

NOTE: This
once-amazing

roadside attraction has been long removed
from its perch over the gas pumps.

The plane was obviously in very poor
condition from decades of exposure and
numerous parts had been sold over the
years. The aircraft is now in a hangar and
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