OUR NEW SERIES ILLUSTRATING SECOND WORLD WAR ALLIED AND AXIS AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE
BEEN PUT OUT OF ACTION FROM BEING SHOT DOWN, WRECKED, CAPTURED, OR SCRAPPED

BY MICHAEL O'LEARY

EDITOR'S NOTE: Geing through the Challenge photographic library to select images for the next few installments of "Colors of
War,” | began coming across images of World War Two aircraft that had been shot down, wrecked, captured, and scrapped. It
was not dozens of photographs, but hundreds if not thousands depicting these aircraft in distressed situations. Looking at them
makes one realize the huge cost of war — and this is just from the aviation aspect. The fact that only a few of these warriors
survive today should make us all realize their importance as living memaorials of the world’s most costly war. We will be running
“Cost of War” in conjunction with “Colors of War” in upcoming issues. Please let me know if you like this new feature by
dropping an email to moleary2challenge @gmail.com.

h American airmen and soldiers inspect a Lufiwaffe He 111 at Le Bourget Airport in France (where Charles Lindbergh landed

the Spirit of 5. Louis) shortly after Allied forces poured into Paris. It is interesting to note that the twin-engine bomber is in a

camouflage scheme more suggestive of the Eastern Front than to western Europe so could a Luftwaffe crew have flown into

- the American/British sector to make sure they would not be made prisoners of the Russians? The fabric on the allerons has

. bean punched in, perhaps a way of guaranteeing the plane would not be flown without a lot of work. As can be seen, the wooden
propellers have been turned into splinters so that would indicate the plane was belly-landed by the Luffwaffe pilot. Even though
the Heinkel was basically complete, there were many, many flyable examples that had been captured so it is presumed the bomber
was scrapped when the field became under complete Allied control.
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The Second World War was only |

days old in this 8 September 1939
photograph showing young German
soldiers peering into the wreckage of a
shot-down Polish Air Force bomber, its
crew still inside the destroyed airframe, ke
By the looks on their faces, one can
see that the full horror of war was

just hitting home with the Germans.

he Poles would lose 388 aircraft by
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