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Insignia of the 100th Bomb Group.
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Donald 0.
k?..l‘.mkuldoucthnbed into the. y

cramped fail gun position of the Boeing

B-17F Flying Fortressand went over
the basics.

“This is how you aim,” Ellis said.
showing Lucky a small circular
bull’s eve gunsight between the twin
Browning M2 .50-caliber machine
guns. Staff Sergeant Leroy Baker (waist
gunner.on Luc
the tail gun's butte rily t
how you fire.”

. This is

Lucky nodded and then took a quick

survey of the cramped tail compartmeni
before he crawled out with a pit in

his stomach. Ellis stayed behind and
finished mounting and loading the

pair of weapons that he'd ‘j\u-:t cleaned

TR "'T"""‘r

bemm Lﬁ‘dk'r wasn't trained to do
either,,

What the hell am I ﬂﬂ!‘ng? Lucky
thought.

The 106th Bombardment Group
{Heavy) was on its tenth mission and
already lost 60 airmen. Locky’s Crew 25
had flown halfof the 100th's missions
and he was just getting the handle on
being the co-pilot when ordered to
man the tail guns after Crew 25 was
designated a lead crew,

Lead crews were usually the most

experienced airmen in the organization.

The lead of the group was rot

among the 100th’s four squadrons

(418th, 349th, 350th, 3515t Bomb

sSquadrons). There were several lead
crews selected in each

squadrom and the
operation’s officer
designated who

mission to bomb Hanover’s rubber
works and rail yards. Major Ollie
Turner, the 3515t Bomb: Squadron
commander, would be the command
pilot moving Lucky into the tail gun as
the fire control officer. The revelation
surprised the hell out of Lucky when
he'd been told this fact after the
briefing,

Ride in the back! What the hell for?

Lucky was barely comfortable in
the cockpit. He'd never even fired the
Sl-caliber guns and the tail gunner was
one of the most important defensive
positions within the B-17F. The remote
position protected the rear of the
aircraft. f.rel,fh-','ul,[}l-' pilots gained a
healthy respect for the tail gu&:. which

Magnificent view of 100th Bomb Group
alrpower at its best as the Forts get into
tight formation on thelr way to a target.
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