he scope of the then three—year- already being utilized or were being Axas allies in southern and eastemn
old air war in the Mediterranean prepared for use by their air forces, Europe would now be increasingly
iy Theater of Operations (MTO) was  including those in the huge plain vulnerable to attack by this new, long-
- . | £ greatly expanded in the fall of 1943 surrounding the city of Foggia, range aenal threat.
- &y 2 y j ! B after the Italian mainland was invaded  directly east of Maples near the On 3 November, two days after
Ny = 4| | ‘ é L W N & B ,I. = bythe Allies in early September. Adnatic Sea (see A Classics January the lﬁ_th AF was activated, so was
f ‘:f W y ¥ | ! I Y _ f ] Within two months, the southern 2021). Based there henceforth would a special Weather Feconnaissance
; ; ' portion of the country — to just be the four-engine Boeing B-17 Detachment (WEI) that was
THE 154th WEATHER RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON'S P-38 PILOTS WERE A MAJOR north of Naples — had been taken ~ Flying Fortress and Consolidated B-24  attached to it. The WRD was

: 1 over, the Italian government there Liberator bombers and their escort comprised of six Lockheed
FA CTOR IN mE SUCCESS OF THE I‘Em AIR FORCE s STRA TEGIC BOMBING CAMPAIGN having capitulated and switched sides  fighters of the new, strategic 5th Aar P_38G Lightnings, their
effective B September. Force (AF), commanded by Maj. combat-experienced
Bv STE"E BI'AKE By MNovember, numerous  Gen. James H. *Jimmy"’ Doolittle, pilots, and 22
COLOR PROFILES COURTESY PROFILE PUBLICATIONS Itabian airfields had been  which was acuivated mn Tunizia on enlisted
| captured by Allied | November. The 15th would be
forces and were  headquartered at Ban, on the coast
either just south of Fogga, from Dlecember
1943 until the end of the war. All of
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