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unng the decade that compnsed the 1930s, aviation
. BBwas changing on an almost weekly basis.
. During 1932, at the height of the Great
4% Depression that swept the world,
= * Walter Beech and Ted Wells
= came up with the idea
of developing a fast
single-engine aircraft
aimed at business-
o men and wealthy individuals that did not feel the effects of a _ : 'y ' .
collapsed economy. To create such a plane during a dire time 58 85 S8t oy 2 =, o WA . ' o = T
in history was a bold move. P'F‘: 75;?,1&’-;-'“ . : £ ; — - : . . . %‘ pacte™
Beech gave the new design the designation of Model 17 ~ e ' S S i e ; 73 S - \w ENT TO ‘"""
and right from the start it was an unconventional aircraft. The e : Coglif ™ T . . B »
most noticeable feature of the Model 17 was that it employed 5
| “negalive stagger” wings. This meant that top wing was stag- : )
gered behind the lower wing, Testing in early wind tunnels o
showed that this configuration would reduce interference drag
i between the two wings and Beech and Wells were attempting

to gain as much performance as possible through aerodynam-
" icrefinement. However, it was eventually shown that the
reduction factor was quite minimal. The configu-
ration would give the aircraft a name that
exists today — Staggerwing, even though
the name was never officially used by Beech.
The Model 17 employed just about ev-
ery type of aviation construction — welded
steel tubing, aluminum sheet panels, wooden ribs and spars,

and the majority of the aircraft was covered in Irish linen. Matt Walker and Garren Swager airborne
With all these disciplines employed to build the aircraft, the &Aw&?mﬁlmggml por
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