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BY DOUG FISHER

GREAT KODACHROMES OF SURPLUS
MILITARY AIRCRAFT BEFORE THEY BECAME
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR WARBIRDS

13""1 as Doliglas A-268-50-DL USAAF 44-34313, this aircraft was gquickly snapped Up whef of urfere&‘*" T
for surplus sale in 1959 at Davis-Monthan AFB. Registered N5457V, itwas almost Immedtamty ol + -
tanked and went to work as a fire-bomberwith Aero Atlas. As typlcal, It went through several .
companies and was'belng operated with Butler Aircraft as Tanker 16
(the rudder had just been recovered and the “1:" had not
yet been added) when photographed in 1970. The © p——
plane had been {itted with “STOL" wingtips.
It eventually went'to Conairas C-GHLK
andin 1990 was obtalned by the
Canadian Warplane Herltage and
was flown enthusiastically at
airshows-until 2000 when it was
_+abtained by Invader enthusiast - . i \ A ;
<% David Lane as N119DR. In / - L oy o - - “
- gtil! 1|: tit:waq ghltatl Ir1e::l byr'j - LS \ | e P
_ Black Crow Aviaticon an _ 1 ; ' 4 . Crop-dusters and fire-bomber operators -
crestored intd its Korean - .::'-f - 4 3 # h rarely threw anything 3:,:,-55‘%?“] this = E
War configuration as N4314.. ' B @ - 5 . phutg(g} of Grdmman AF-25 Guardian |
Recently sold to Poland, it," > | 5Z praves that fact. Litthe-known in £

i§-0n the-East Coast walting .~ | \ A o | military-service, a few Guardians were sold -
fora newengine to be | P _ surplus and went on the civilian register
_ Installed priorto makingthe &5t g 5. TR - \ for usé as| Ike-humheis. Converted by &

transatlantic flight. Lx . : ' " Aero Union in Chico, California, the small
by , z 4 : p b 8 Guardian tleet was relatively effective but
as the government began to frown on .~
the operation of single-engine heavy air _ .
tankers, the Guardians were phased out.
Mow, things get a little confusing. There .
Is a Guardian on display at Pima Alr and
bt _ﬁgce Museum finished in the markings of =
95Z Tanker 21 but this Is actually BuNo -
After being sold surplus in & 1959 auction at Davis- Munthan AFE Morth American TB-25N 44-30187 recelued the civil ; | ; 129233M99947 that was never tanked. The
registration N9170Z on 15 January 1960. The aircraft immediately gravitated to Florida and — as with any surplus aircraft like Lo L FAA registry notes that NS995Z went to
a B-25 In that area — was viewed by the Feds with some suspiclon. Going through four owners in a very short time period, the ey Jimmy Leeward for restoration to flying
Mitchell was painted overall white with an extremely large N number on the sides of the fuselage. The last registered ownerwas || . 0 status and conslderable progress was |
something called Boringuen Imports with a business address in San Juan, Puerto Rico. As can be seen Inour photograph, the ¢+ 47 ‘made on retuming the Guardian to the sky~
B-25 came to grief while landing in an open field in Nicaragua on 21 July 1963, It appears the aircraft came in at a high rateof | o bei'nre Jimmy's tragic death. N9995Z is now
:speed; the nose gear collapsed, and the forward fuselage violently dug Into'the ground. We have no Idea about the purposeof .. noted as being with Skylar Burchinal In §=
the flight and Its mission is open to conjecture. We also do not know aboturt injurles to the crew but, as can be seen, there was } ¢ Texas and belng offered for sale in\'near”; .
extens!\re damage to the cockplt area T e cattle in the field seem to ha\re little Interest In the- new armral ¥ 1T ; s ; ik fﬂrlng mndl'tlun -
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