COLORS OF

VARIETY OF AMERICAN-BUILT AIRCRAFT IN ACTION
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR
BY MICHAEL O’LEARY
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the . ds of aircraft that simply disappeared in comtﬁat *mrerl Eumpe.ﬁ s can be s seen the hard-
with oil from constant missions. The crew chief, following orders, had taken time to paint aut the
sation stripes ‘The name Mumblin Joe had been applled immedlately behind the cowllng
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Hard and gruellng work of keeping a combat aircraft up and operational is well represented in thIS view of P-47D-1 5-RA 42- finish is faded and shows extensive overpainting. Note the yellow in-theater identification bands of the vertical tail, wings, and
75719/44 assigned to the 65th Fighter Squadron, 57th Fighter Group, 12th Air Force. Photographed at Alto, Corsica, during the cowl. The large cowl insignia depicts the squadron insignia while a cartoon rabbit carrying a gun is under the windscreen. The
summer of 1944, Capt. James C. “Wabbit” Hare was the pllot of the well-worn Thunderbolt. As can be seen, the upper Olive Drab name Verna | ECAVED added behind the canopy by crew chief S.Sgt. V.M. Coe Armorer for the P-47 WETS S/Sgt A. Moore
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