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Perfect side-view photograph of The Lost Angel coming in for a belly-landing at RAF Kimbolton. Copllot Sumner Alpert made

the decision to land on the grass at Kimbolton rather than the paved runways. The Fort skidded on the grass for quite some time
before coming to rest on the asphalt.
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Douglas-built B-17G-30-DL USAAF 42-38183 in a position of distress. Named The Lost Angel, the belly-landed bomber is With propelers in near perfect alignment, Boeing B-17G-45-B0 USAAF 4297272 rests on
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of plexiglass in both eyes. Copilot Sumner Alpert (who would receive a DFC for his actions) took control and flew the plane i ";“ “mpgﬂfi.“ A ! "'m ot I“ ";;"I“E “Lf ch';'w Mcmhf’““ i “';:1

back to Kimbolton for a belly-landing after tail gunner Phil Manlaci, unable to tell what was happening, balled out and was m\ﬁ:n:wwﬁhls el Irn?hmhm*dlgrwfnrca miuﬂm Pt ua?u;a{ﬂmﬂd w?mn e
r:ar.la ; P:;:Idgh Asaﬁcan E-admnj, g&maga was not extensive and the Fort was repaired and reassigned to the 482nd BG and > %

then the on 1 June g

alrcraft was hit by flak. Lieutenant Mathls was seriously wounded but completed the
bomb run. He dled soon after.




