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ON THE RANVIP

DURING HIS CAREER AS AN AVIATION PHOTOGRAPHER, BILL
LARKINS TRAVELED TO MANY DIFFERENT AIRFIELDS AND HIS
- CAMERAS WERE AL&A?’DS [;11,3" fﬂﬁﬂ IF éﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ UNUSUAL WAS
PARKE AIRPOR P
Eﬁ‘ﬁi’ﬁnl“m BY MICHAEL O'LEARY

Pristine Douglas AB-26C USAAF 44-35262 photogr

Hayward, California, In California Air National Gua

aphed on the ramp at
state insignia on the nose. Note how the barrels on the upper and lower

was photographed at Hamilton AFB in San Rafael, California during 1949
markings norplata with
turrets as well as the two nose guns have been carefully wrapped. Nacelles
were painted black to cover oll and soot stains. Sold surplus, the Invader
was one of numerous examples purchased by Stahmann Farms of Las
Cruces, New Mexico, and many of those Invaders were stored at Hamllton
43 'ﬁ’ ‘- E)

Certalnly one of the most attractive paint schemes applied to a military Catalina, USAAF 44-33939 was a Canadlan Vickers
OA-10A bullt as an air sea rescue aircraft. The distinctive scheme would stand out in the air and on the water. The plane
Alrcraft located at Tucson Municipal Alrport. This alrcraft received the

clvillan registration of N72404 but little Is known of Its history, with

the plane apparently being scrapped during 1970 or scon after. It was

f,
/
reported that one of the Invaders was extensively modified by the family
to be utilized as an “escape” vehicle to Peru In the event of a
nuclear war with the Russians
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