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| do not think anyone would dispute that the title for “Ultimate Warbird Gas Station” should go to the Flying Fortress perched maintenance or attarnft any form of preservation with the now Increasingly-rare Fort and Its condition went downhill over the
over the pumps at Milwaukie, Oregon. The B-17G was purchased by businessman Art Lami from the surplus field at Altus decades with birds living Inside and corrosion taking a deep hold on the airframe. When the Warbird movement started, Art
AAFB where hundreds of similar alrcraft awaited the scrapman’s torch. Flown to Portland (Art was a great story teller and sold the turrets (by now, extremely rare items) to the CAF and mock-up replacements were installed. In this view, The Bomber
loved to tell about all the adventures he encountered when he flew the plane to Portland but, unfortunately, 993 were untrue. Gas Statlon Is open and ready for business with a full crew of gas jockeys waiting to take care of the needs of every motorist.
Howeaver, they have become part of the “record” on the bomber. In a past Alr Classics, we published a letter from the pllot In the right background, we can see a slice of 1950s' roadside life with small independent businesses Including a barber shop,
that actually flew the aircraft and that pretty much set the record straight). Once the bomber was placed Its stout pylons, a painttlle store, and the Bomber Café. Truly, a differant time in America. Also, we have to wonder on what happened to that

it became an Instant attractlon and customers pulled in for gas and the other ltems Art had for sale. Sadly, Art never did any magnificent neon sign atop the Fort.
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