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THE MONSTED-VINCENT MV-1 HOPED TO
i r‘\

REVOLUTIONIZE POST-WAR AVIATION
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around the globe by the American military

so the flying boat was suddenly obsolete
as a new group of Douglas and Lockheed
airliners dominated the skies. America
had a huge head-start on the design and
construction of modern long-range airlin-
ers and the world market for these aircraft
had to come to the USA to fill their needs.
When it came to new gem*.mt aviation
aircraft, the companies got it wrong —
VETY Wrong, The miajority of returning avi-
=8 alors wanted to get away from the dangers
of the war-torn skies and move on with
their lives to new jobs and families. To
those that did want to fly, there was a vast
array of surplus aircraft that could be had
| for a bargain. Some of the post-war gener-
al aviation aircraft were merely rehashes
of pre-war fabric and tube taildraggers
but theréwere also some real gamechang-

-

PROTOTYPES

BY HOWARD CARTER

F I Yhe war was over and for the American : _._:.-
aviation industry it truly seemed that
the sky was the limit. While the aviation
industries of most other countries were ei-
ther destroyed or worn-out from six years
of attermpting to produce
combat planes with little
thought of the coming post-
war years, American aviation /
companies already had plans
for producing a new genera-
tion of private and commer-
cial aircraft well before the
fighting had ended.

In just a few short vears,
America had become the
world's aviation power-
house as tens of thousands
of aircraft poured from
dozens of production lines to defeat the
Axiis. The heads of these companies knew
there would be massive military contract
cancellations when victory was finally
achieved but they also realized that the
world was ready for a new generation / e
of airliners while the horde of returning ' f
military aviators would surely want their
own personal aircraft, ; : =

The decision makers at these aviation ; o
companies were both right and wrong — : -
new airliners would be extremely import-
ant to the American and global economy.

Pre-war, there was a reliance on the flying 3

boat for long-range airline flights. The
world hadan abundance of water along
with very few long runways so the flying
boat made a lot of sense. During the war,
hundreds of runways were constructed
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ers including the sleek high-performing
Beech Bonanza. [t did not take long for
the entire post-war light aircraft market
to collapse. Factory ramp space was soon
packed with unsold aircraft and several
companies shut their doors forever,

Then there was the question of the
newly-expanding field of business avia-
tion. Many smaller companies were enjoy-
ing an excellent business by modernizing
and converting Douglas C-47s. Lockheed
Lodestars, and Beech C-45s into executive
aircraft. For those desiring a bit more
performance, converted B-25 Mitchells
and A-26 Invaders were also available but
these aircraft had the less desirable Limit-
ed certification compared to the Standard
licenses of the Lodestar and DC-3

Two returning military officers rea-
soned that a certain percent-
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age of this market would like a new design
— and not a rehash of a military machine.
Colonels Robert M. Monsted, an ex-1US-
AAF officer (flying fighters and transports _
in the CBI), and H. Farley Vincent, a A
former Army liaison officer and current
commander of the Louisiana National
Guard’s 122nd Bomb Squadron (Light),
got together and formed a eorporation to
create such a new aircraft with headquar-
ters in Mew Orleans, Louisiana.

During the early years of WWIL, a
vast industrial plant had been construct-
ed on the eastern edge of New Orleans.
Financed by the US government, the plant
incorporated a 5500-ft runway, a very
large hangar, and numerous taxiways.
The field became the new headquar-
ters of the dozen Invaders of the 122nd
Bomb Squadron (L) of
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Tha unuml lines of the MV-1 Starflight are seen in this high-angle view. Thu aimrai‘t was Ieft In its I:am
metal state and the four Continental C-85 engines were neatly merged Into the wing tralling edge.
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