The name Lucky 13 reflected the “last two™ of B-24H-15-FO's USAAF serial 42-
52413 but, as can be seen, it was not a particularly lucky Liberator. On 7 July
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Huﬂgarlarts appmch iﬂe downed Lléfator It ra lérg"ﬁlﬁey
aaslt:aﬂ today, but' Hungary (along with Bulgarla'and * i“
omania) declared war on the United States'on 11 December
941, President Franklin Roosévelt made the mistake of -
Inking these countries were belng forced to declare war
Nazl Germany and the Amerlcan governmentdid niot Issle
+ a declaration of war'against the thrée nations untils Jl.lﬂﬂ
.., 1842, As it turned out, Hungary in particularhada il
. fastist bent'and Hs alrcrafi regularly attacked 1 =
JAmerican bomber streams. | 14 i Yﬁ‘.‘
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/Y Giviiiatis and Hungarfan troops wlth sbme
©prizes of war stripped from Lucky 13. The &
/ bomber crews knew that the civilians ;
could be a murderous lot and some ik
American alrmen wera murdered after 1708

3 E crash-landing In Hungary. The Hungarian - ' ! E A%
: mllitary forces were only marginally a‘iﬁ&p ; sz !
FHLEETTLE LRI I 0T - better and, if there was a choice, it would "7, 7 | 1/ i ; e
- A Hungarian civilian Inspects the cockpit of the downed be better to be captured by the German § Ay ,_1,; : 43 i k-
[ITHTTTT T Liberator Lucky 13. Prior to troops arriving to control the military since, for the most part, they l‘h‘s "b.g-d' P ol Al b 4 ‘
I situation, civillans would grab anything they viewed as useful. tended to obey the rules of war, A [ N l
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