ate s 18 August 1943. Under a brilllant sun, USAAF mechanics from
the wreckage of a Consolidated B-24 Liberator. At this point in the
which were unfortunately quite numerous, had to be scavenged
@ 9Bth had |ust completed the famous 1 August raid on Ploesti
-anniversary of the unit's first combat misslion when the unit

‘the 98th BG led by Col. John “Killer” Kane (who would be awarded
L een Liberators of were shot down over the target by the
1 the return leg. Eight B-240s landed at Allled fields
POWs with the Romanlans, while four would
sassembled for parts in the background
enable them to get out of the weather.
liate left. The officlal report on the rald

FURTHER SELECTION OF DOWNED ALLIED AND
AXIS AIRCRAFT FROM THE SECOND WORLD WAR

BY MICHAEL O’LEARY

.--'-'\:'It .-‘ I:' - [ . it
.7 During the Battle of Britain, select downed o= f;k_’-
; ' Luftwaffe alrcraft were disassembled and et
removed to Farnborough for examination — g
] N by the experts based at the field. One such —— —
1 alrcraft was Messerschmitt Bf 109E-4B =~
; _ WNr 6316/W6+! flown by Unteroffizier = +
1 USAAF servicemen look over a graveyard Matthias Massmann. While flying at .
of abandoned Lufiwaffe alrcraft at Berca 25,000-ft, the German was surprised by a
Alrfield after its capture by Allied forces. Spitfire and the DB engine was damaged
The striped Junkers Ju 87 Stuka In the In the ensulng fight, forcing the German to
foreground has drawn thelr attention, belly-land the plane in a farm field.
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