Depression, it was considered headed back west again in 1936 and was generating huge interest around the

During the dark days of the Great for the 1934 and 1935 races. The NAR Francisco World's Fair — and event that

a source of considerable civie Los Angeles would host the event that globe. To San Francisco civic leaders

pride to be given the honor of hosting siaw a stunning defeat of the American it seemed a reasonable request to CLff
the National Air Races (NAR) during competitors by Frenchman Michael Henderson and his air racing group to
September’s Labor Day weekend. The Detrovat in his fast and beautiful host the Thompson, Bendix, and other
tradition began back in 1929 when Caudron. Following the pattern of Trophy races in San Francisco during
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Doug Davis flew his sleek Travelair previous years, the NAR reverted eastto  September 1938 as a lead-in to 1939's
Mystery Ship racer to an unexpected Cleveland in 1937 and 1938, festive atmosphere.

victory over the vaunted Air Corps and Based on this record of East/ One can only imagine the

Na\l}r alr{:raft Th.lt were entered .md West movement, it did not seem disappointment when the lctter thq.'
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