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hastile. The date was 4 December Initially Operationally Capable (10C) Al Yokota Air Base in Japan, the 91st

1950 and the 31-year-old pilot was until mid-1951. North American Strategic Reconnaissance Squadran

flying North American Aviation RB- was planning to deliver operational (SRS) was based as part of the Far

45C Tornado USAF 48-015 operating  variants of the recon-modification in East Air Force (FEAF) and when the

with call sign of Charlie Randall late 1950 and these would be for crew invasion started, the unit was equipped

Able (carrying nose art and the name  and maintenance training purposes. with a few Lockheed RF-80 Shooting
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DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF THE KOREAN WAR, HISTORY'S FRST JET BOMBER VERSUS T it sl i M iCome bt bmndon s i it
FIGHTER COMBAT TOOK PLACE DURING A SECRET RECONNAISSANCE MISSION i E = S I et :

Bv ADﬁM STANTGN There was nothing revolutionary about the RB-45C but it did provide a platform for the USAF
to carry out recon missions against the communists during the early days of the Korean War.
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